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WALTER JETTON

Walter Jetton, known as the “King of Barblecue-,” was a legendary
Texas pitmaster whose influence helped bring Lone Star-style
barbecue to national prominence. '

Based in Fort Worth, jetton ran one of the most proI|f|c catering
‘operations of his tlme—servmg over 1.5 m|II|on people annually and
cooking everythlng from brlsket to whole steers oVer open plts. He
gained W|despread fame as Pre5|dent Lyndon B. johnson’s personal
pitmaster, caterlng high- proflle events at the LBj Ranch, |nclud|ng
| the flrst preS|dent|al barbecue in U S hlstory m I963. b
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jetton’s dlstlnctlve chuckwagon style presentatlons,‘ ‘cbWboy charm,‘; ¥

and r|ch, smoky flavors captured the |mag|nat|on of the ‘Amerlcan et
public. In 1965, he co-authored Walter jetton s LB) Barbecue Cook e

Book, preservmg his techniques and Texas tradltlons for future
generatlons. Through his pioneering methods, natlonal media A
appearances, and dedication to authentlc barbecue, jetton helped T
shape the |dent|ty of Texas barbecue and left an |ndehble mark on ‘j, g

| American culinary history.
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