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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman | Ken Wagner, Retired, Heritage Tractor
Vice Chairman | Lindsey Smith, Excolo, LLC
Treasurer | Brad Bendle, Next-Level Growth Strategies
Secretary | Walt George, G3 Consulting, LLC
Bret Borota, Amazon Web Services

Megan Bubb, Reece Nichols

Carol Carlson, Community Volunteer

Tim Congrove, Shook, Hardy & Bacon
Andrew Fahey, JM Fahey Construction

John Fuchs, Edward Jones

Jim Gamble, Keller Williams

Richard Green, U.S. Engineering

Alden Harris, Bartlett, a Savage Company
Angela Hudson, Oracle

Brian lllig, TIFEC

Cliff lllig, TIFEC

Mark Kolkhorst, Retired, ADM

Ann Konecny, Foley Equipment

John Lagemann, Retired, John Deere
Gordon Lansford, JE Dunn

Missy Love, BioStar Renewables

LIFETIME DIRECTORS

Malcolm Aslin, Entrepreneur

Bryan Beaver, Flat Tail Ranch

Harry Cleberg, Retired

John Dillingham, Dillingham Enterprises
David Fowler, Retired

Mary Hunkeler, Community Volunteer
Mariner Kemper, UMB

Brant Laue, Laue Ranch

Alex Lowe, Go Chicken Go

Pat Macy, Oracle

Bob Marsh, Saddle & Sirloin Representative

Ford Maurer, Foxx Equipment

Russ Meinhardt, Old World Spices & Seasonings
John Moncke, Kansas City Power & Light District
David Morris, University of Kansas School of Business
Blake Nelson, American Maine-Anjou Association
Ben Nichols, Compass Minerals

Jeanette Prenger, ECCO Select

Amy Polen, BOTAR Representative

Mike Roos, KPMG

Jara Settles, Livestock Marketing Association
Mark Stewart, Agriculture Future of America
David Stofer, Mariner Wealth Advisors

Sarah Tate, Sanofi

Charlie Tetrick, Walz Tetrick

Mark Thomas, Copaken Brooks

Jack Ward, American Hereford Association
Ryan Wilkerson, Haas & Wilkerson

Jeff Yowell, Getter Farms, LLC

Pete Lemke, Retired

Fred Lyons, Five Creek Ranch

Greg Maday, SpecChem

John Mitchell, Jr., Mission Drive Capital

Robert Petersen, Kansas City Agribusiness Council
Cynthia Savage, Raphael Hotel Group

Angie Stanland, TIFEC



OUR PURPOSE

We exist to champion food
and agriculture.

OUR MISSION

To be the Nation’s leader for food and
agriculture education, events
and engagement.

OUR VISION

A world where food and agriculture
are celebrated, and all generations are
committed to its future.




ATTENDEE STATISTICS

EVENT PARTICIPANTS

The American Royal attracts participants from
across the globe to compete in high-quality
agricultural events and experiences.
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ATTENDEE DAYS

Attendee days are the total number
of attendees at an American Royal
event. Through 379 event days, 629,876
attendees were impacted.

407,331

IN-PERSON

222,545

VIRTUAL



FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

PARTNERSHIPS

$499,339

IN-KIND
DONATIONS
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$1,197,028

EVENT
PARTNERS
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$474,744

GENERAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
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ECONOMIC IMPACT

American Royal events drive a significant
impact in the local economy.

NEARLY
$84 MILLION

ESTIMATED ECONOMIC
IMPACT IN 2023

SCHOLARSHIPS

The American Royal offers nearly 100 scholarships
for outstanding leadership and academic
excellence. Scholarships are awarded through
applications or in the show arena.

$651,620

AWARDED
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2023 EVENTS BY THE NUMBERS

BACKYARD BARBECUE & STEAK CONTEST

The Backyard Barbecue is an amateur barbecue contest held
at the American Royal complex in the historic West Bottoms.
The contest had 37 teams from 7 states competing. The steak
contest is an ancillary contest and had 18 teams competing.
Nearly 50 judges scored the contests. The event received a net
promoter score of 66.

SAUCE AND RUB CONTESTS

The American Royal Sauce and Rub contests attract BBQ
enthusiasts from across the globe to compete for the title
of Best Sauce or Rub on the Planet. The 2023 Rub Contest
had 333 entries from 29 states and 10 countries. The Sauce
contest boasted 416 entries from 39 states and 7 countries.

YOUTH AND PRO RODEOS

The Youth and Pro Rodeos draw the best cowboys and cowgirls
to compete in Hale Arena. The Youth Rodeo had 447 entries
from 16 states, and was a regional qualifier for the Hooey Jr.
Patriot. A mini clinic hosted by the K-State Rodeo team was
added this year. The Pro Rodeo had 551 entries and a payout of
$115,625. Nearly 6,500 spectators attended the three evening
performances. It had a net promoter score of 78.




SPRING AND FALL FIELD TRIPS

Field Trips engage students at the elementary level to connect
them with the science of agriculture. Field Trips were held
twice, coinciding with the Youth Rodeo in the spring and the
Livestock Show in the fall. A total of 2,733 students attended,
for a 123% increase in numbers over 2022,

FARM TO TABLE

As part of its strategic plan, the American Royal added a Farm
to Table event with the goal to inspire positive conversations
around the diversity of food through a unique dining
experience. The inaugural event was sold out at 75 attendees
and received a net promoter score of 100.

LIVESTOCK SHOW

The 124th Livestock Show maintained national prominence,
featuring 5,683 entries from 2,173 exhibitors, hailing from 41
states and Canada. Accompanying the livestock show were a
series of livestock, crop, and meat judging contests, with a total
of 129 teams competing for top honors.



JUNIOR PREMIUM LIVESTOCK AUCTION

After champions were crowned and livestock were placed in
the Royal Elite Grand Drive, top exhibitors sold their animals
at the Junior Premium Livestock Auction. The record-breaking
sale grossed $823,500, with 61 exhibitors selling in the sale.

EQUINE SHOWS

The American Royal hosted six horse shows in 2023: Hunter
Jumper, Royal Showcase, Cutting Horse Show, Arabian Horse
Show, Quarter Horse Show, and the UPHA/American Royal
National Championship Horse Show. There were a total of
5,431 entries across the shows.

WORLD SERIES OF BARBECUE®

The American Royal World Series of Barbecue® is the largest
barbecue competition in the world, in terms of both number
of teams and winning purse. There were 487 teams competing
from 36 states and 6 countries.
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